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THE GIFT OF GOD’S WORD 

On this day of gifts and gift-giving, it 
seems appropriate that we take a 
moment to reflect on the great gift of 
God’s Word. Because it is creative, 
God’s Word always points to its author, 
always calls us to respond.  Because it 
is powerful, God’s Word can link the 
sublime with the ridiculous, the 
transcendent with the immanent, the 
divine with the human. Because it is 
graceful, God’s Word establishes a 
relationship of deep intimacy between 
us and God.  At the heart of God’s 
Word lies a tantalizing tension between 
the mysterious and the mundane. In our 
liturgical celebration, this unresolved 
tension both reveals the meaning of life 
for us and calls us to respond, to act 
upon that meaning. Once accepted and 
opened, the gift of God’s Word is a gift 
that keeps on giving and keeps on 
calling us to give in return. It dares us 
to be like the gift-giver and to become 
gifts for others, not only at Christmas, 
but at every moment of life. © Copyright, J. 

S. Paluch Co. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 

DATE 

 

CHURCH 

 

TIME 

 

MASS INTENTION 

12/24 St. Augustine 4:00 PM Jim Eckert 
12/24 St. James 4:00 PM Joan Seabright 
12/24 St. James  6:30 PM People of the Parish 
12/24 St. Augustine 9:30 PM Linda & George Gildersleeve SI 

12/25 St. Augustine 8:30 AM People of the Parish 
12/25 St. James 11:00 AM Dorothy Cunningham 

12/26 St. James 11:30 AM No Mass 
12/27 St. Augustine 8:30 AM Linda & George Gildersleeve SI 
12/28 St. Augustine 8:30 AM Rosemary & Jack Koch SI 
12/30 St. Augustine 8:30 AM Mary Nell Buckley 

 
 

MASS CARDS 

 
 
 
If you wish to schedule a Mass Intention, please contact the 
church, or email parish45@verizon.net.  If you wish to send a 
card with your gift of prayer, cards are available at the church 
office.  Mass intentions are a wonderful way to remember 
birthdays, anniversaries, to remember the sick and for those 
who have died.  There is no fee for Masses, but a stipend of $5 
or more is typically provided.�
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TO ST. AUGUSTINE CHURCH! 

Our faith community is full of goodness, rich 
in spirituality and welcoming to all. Through 
our devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and our 
reliance upon the Holy Spirit, we live out our 
tradition of faith, hope and love as we continue 
to serve Him through His church. Please take 
the time to introduce yourself to Fr. John Jicha 
so he may personally welcome you to our 
parish. 

 

 

PRAYER CIRCLE 
The prayer list published in the bulletin each 
week is a vehicle to notify parishioners of 
those in need of prayer.  We focus on praying 
for the sick, those who have died, and for those 
who are serving in the military. Please call to 
add names to the listing by calling the church 
office or contacting Pat Palmer at 
301.223.7992.   
 
Please pray for: Connie Adenhart, Pat & Jim 
Baer, Provie Cardinale, Fr. Carter, Don 
Christensen, Midge Christopher, Jean Cushwa, 
Lisa Deleo, Joe DePalma, Doug DiRisio, Betty 
& Jack Dove, Eileen, Kathryn Folley, Angela 
Gentile, George Gildersleeve, Mary Ann Gohr, 
Mark Gordon, Arnold Gozora, Bernice & Jim 
Grandstaff, Ed Grebenstein, Debra Grogg, Joe 
Harris, Sabrina Jones, Joe Kallas, Beulah 
Keller, Danny Keller, Jonathan Knight, Dot 
Komarinski, Patty & George Koons, Claire 
O’Connell, Our Military, Betty Moore, Betty 
Nordmann, Keegan Oursler, Pat Palmer, Alli 
Pinieski, Thomas Quinlan (baby), Toni 
Rickard, Ginny Russell, Don Sanders, Tracy 
Serpi, Lawrence Shaw, Teresa (Elly) & Harry 
Sirbaugh, Danny Spaw, Vocations, Norm 
Walker, Antoinette Wetzel, Eva Womfield, 
Dee Wyand, Katie Yentsch. 

 

 

 
Solemnity of Mary,  

the Holy Mother of God 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MASSES   

 
���� 

 

DECEMBER 31
ST

   

6:30 PM 

 

JANUARY 1
st 

8:30 AM  
 

STEWARDSHIP NEWS 
Dec. 18

th, 
 2011 St. Augustine St. James 

Attendance 243 416 

Offertory Envelopes $1,496 $3,077 

Offertory Electronic $445 $830 

Offertory Loose $326 $790 

Maintenance $95 $130 

Pastoral Collection $513 $661 

TOTAL $2,875 $5,488 

 
 

� 
 
 

THANK YOU 

As always we are most grateful to all persons for their 
financial gifts to the church, in whatever form best suits 
them.  May God bless and guide us always in using all 
such gifts for the building of His Kingdom 
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ELECTRONIC GIVING 

Saint Augustine offers you another way to 
share what God has given you through our 
electronic giving format. This simple and 
secure method of giving to Saint Augustine  
has many advantages, and with more and more 
people using the internet for financial matters, 
we hope it is useful and helpful for many 
parishioners.  If you are interested in signing-
up for electronic giving, please go to 
www.staugustinemd.org for additional 
information.  
 
 
 

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED 

LEAVING ST. AUGUSTINE’S  

IN YOUR WILL? 

A bequest in your will, no matter what the 
amount, will help the church continue to care 
for and service God’s people through vital 
programs that: educate our children and youth 
in the faith; feed the poor; console those who 
are troubled and in need of counseling; and 
inspire through vibrant worship. If you wish 
more information, please contact the church 
office.  
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Boost your church offering without 
spending another dime! How? Prepay for 
your groceries by purchasing gift cards. 
For every $100 these stores will donate $5 
back to the church.  A family of 4 on a 
thrifty budget will spend close to $400 
dollars a month on groceries. With the use 
of gift cards that would generate an 
additional $20 for Saint Augustine’s with 
no additional cost to the family. Cards are 
sold after Masses, or stop by the church 
office.  
 

 

A BIG 

 SALUTE TO OUR MILITARY 
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Zach Coleman 
Sherree Grebenstein 
Andrew Patterson 
Stephen Puddy 
Lawrence Shaw 
Chris Watkins 
Eric Wilfong 
Danny Yentsch 

 
Please remember in your prayers those 
in our parish serving in the military, and 
all our military.  If you know a 
parishioner serving our country, please 
let the office know so we may add them 
to our list.    

 

This prayer is not for ours alone but for all military 
far from home.  I ask You to keep them safe and 
sound on their way to where they are bound.   We 
love them all that are asked to fight so keep them 
safe for us this Christmas Night. 
 

 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

With the arrival of winter comes 
the chance of ice and snow 
becoming a threat.  Please do not 
risk coming to Mass if the 
conditions are poor.  
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Date December 31
ST

  January 1
st
    

Lectors J. Gentile M. Marshall 

Eucharistic 

Ministers 

Host: A. Givens 
Cup:  M. Evanko 
          N. Evanko         

Host: M. Fortier 
Cup:  D. Taksa 
          S. Taksa 

Altar Servers A. Watkins K. LeVardi 

Money 

Counters  

  J. DePalma 
C. Zong  

 

 
 
 
 
 


���� in this holy season of prayer and song 

and laughter, we praise You for the great 
wonders You have sent us: for shining star and 
angel's song, for infant's cry in lowly manger. 
We praise you for the Word made flesh in a 
little Child. We behold His glory, and are 
bathed in its radiance. Be with us as we sing 
the ironies of Christmas, the incomprehensible 
comprehended, the poetry made hard fact, the 
helpless Babe who cracks the world asunder. 
We kneel before You shepherds, innkeepers, 
and wisemen. Help us to rise bigger than we 
are. Amen 
 

 

RESPECT LIFE 

At the dawn of salvation, it is the Birth of a 
Child which is proclaimed as joyful news: "I 
bring you good news of a great joy which will 
come to all the people; for to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, who is 
Christ the Lord" (Lk 2:10-11). The source of 
this "great joy" is the Birth of the Saviour; but 
Christmas also reveals the full meaning of 
every human birth, and the joy which 
accompanies the Birth of the Messiah is thus 
seen to be the foundation and fulfilment of joy 
at every child born into the world (cf. Jn 
16:21). --The Gospel of Life, Pope John Paul the Great 

 

 

THEOLOGY STRAIGHT UP 

We resume Theology Straight Up Monday 
evening Jan. 9th, 2012. Our guest speaker is 
Carlos Osorio, St. Ann’s Seminarian. Carlos 
will share highlights of his spiritual journey 
leading to his vocation. We meet at Ocean 
Pacific Buffet on the Dual Highway, 
Hagerstown. Enjoy their buffet 6 – 6:45 PM. 
The program is 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM. In case of 
wintry weather, TSU is cancelled if 
Washington County schools are cancelled or 
dismissed early. Contact: Cindy 301.745.5666, 
c.mckoin@myactv.net. 

 
 

PRAYER FOR TRAVELERS 

�	 �������� and merciful God, who hast 
commissioned Thy angels to guide and protect us, 
command them to be our assiduous companions from 
our setting out until our return; to clothe us with their 
invisible protection; to keep from us all danger of 
collision, of fire, of explosion, of fall and bruises, and 
finally, having preserved us from all evil, and 
especially from sin, to guide us to our heavenly home. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
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MINISTRY SCHEDULE 




